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course his converts were not very numerous, possibly not more than a thousand in all; but a thousand convinced persons formed into very closely related groups, scattered over the countries which have just been named, meant a good deal. Of Jesus, as he lived on earth, no one ever supposed that Paul knew anything, and there is exceedingly little reason to suppose that he had much acquaintance with his teaching. Nothing consecutive about it can have been written early enough to have been of any use to him. His work was not very enduring. In the second or third century the churches he founded in Macedonia and Galatia were of little importance, while those of Corinth and Ephesus were controlled by the party opposed to him, and which probably rejoiced at his death as the disappearance of one who troubled Israel. He left no celebrated disciples. Titus, Timothy, and the rest disappeared when he was gone, without much trace. It is only in the third century that his reputation began to rise. In the fourth and fifth he became very famous as the great Doctor of the Church. Then his star waned again for a thousand years. St. Peter became all-important, and it was not till the Reformation that the essentially argumentative and protesting intelligence of this great man of action, this first-